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broken  —  a  —  Commandment.  Go 
—  back  —  and  —  provide  for  thy 
mother  and  thy  father.' 

"The  young  man  jeered  at  the 
voice  and  got  on  his  camel.  But  the 
camel  softened  under  his  feet, 
slowly  turning  to  smoke — and  the 
man  found  himself  sitting  on  the 
sand.  The  hot  sun  beat  down  upon 
him,  but  when  he  tried  to  lower 
his  turban,  that  too  became  smoke. 
All  his  garments  were  smoke.  Sti- 
fling, he  found  his  way  to  the  well. 
But  the  well  was  now  smoke.  Two 
goldfish,  like  flames  of  fire,  swam 
there. 

"  'Help  me!'  he  gasped. 

"The  fish  swam  many  times 
around  before  answering: 

"  'Didst  —  help  —  thy  —  par- 
ents?' 

"  'I  will,  I  will,'  swore  the  young 
man.  'Only  save  me!' 

"Immediately,  a  cloud  of  smoke 
boiled  out  of  the  well  and  settled 
itself  into  legs,  body  and  head  of 
a  camel.  The  young  man's  clothes 
were  restored  and  he  journeyed 
home  to  his  parents. 

"Of  course,"  said  Abraham,  as 
Ptom  began  to  edge  away,  "some- 
thing a  little  worse  happened  to  a 
thief  who  tried  to  escape  from 
them.  He  was  a  camel  driver.  Much 
rounder  than  you  and  quite  jolly 
to  talk  to.  Trusted  by  his  master 
like  a  son,  you  know.  But  he  could 


not  keep  from  stealing  silver  coins. 
One  day,  while  the  master  was 
trading  silk  and  ivory,  the  driver 
slipped  one  of  the  bags  of  silver 
under  his  tunic.  Being  plump,  it 
could  hardly  be  noticed,  but  he 
grew  fearful  of  being  found  out. 
So,  that  night,  while  his  master 
slept,  he  fled  into  the  desert.  At  an 
oasis  he  was  greedily  opening  the 
bag  of  silver  when  he  heard  a 
voice : 

"  'Likest  thou  silver?' 

"  'Oh,  I  do,'  said  the  thief,  mak- 
ing the  coins  clink  in  his  chubby 
hands. 

"  'Then  leave  thy  silver  ere  thou 
turnest  to  silver.  Thou  hast  broken 
a  Commandment.' 

"Til  not!'  shrieked  the  thief, 
and  he  dashed  off. 

"But  two  bolts  of  fire  shot  from 
the  well.  Each  grasped  an  ear  and 
hurled  the  thief  high  into  the  heav- 
ens till  he  was  set  in  the  silvery 
moon.  And  there  he  is  to  this  day." 

Ptom  had  moved  completely  over 
to  the  well.  He  stared  into  it  and 
soon  his  eyes  were  opening  wide. 

"The  goldfish,"  he  said,  hoarsely, 
holding  his  throat. 

Abraham  went  to  the  well.  He 
saw  nothing  but  clear  water. 


But  Ptom  was  now  hearing 
things  as  well  as  seeing  them.  "0 
master,"  he  burst  out,  falling  on 
his  knees  before  Abraham.  "They 
are  accusing  me!  Save  me — let 
them  not  take  me!" 

"And  why  should  they?" 

"I  stole  your  gold!"  wailed  the 
wretched  driver,  digging  the  purse 
out  of  his  tunic  with  trembling 
hands  and  giving  it  to  Abraham. 
"Forgive  me — forgive  me!" 

"Only  God  can  forgive,"  mur- 
mured Abraham,  and  he  opened 
the  purse.  "What  is  this!"  he  ex- 
claimed, pouring  out  the  pebbles  he 
himself  had  put  there.  "Ah," 
sighed  the  master  story-teller,  as 
Ptom  gaped  at  the  common  stones, 
"blessed  be  the  Most  High.  He  has 
let  the  goldfish  change  my  geld  into 
these.  And  your  silver,  too.  Only 
when  we  reach  Jerusalem  will  they 
change  back." 

Spurred  on  by  all  these  wonders, 
Ptom  feverishly  untied  the  camels. 
Very  soon  they  were  on  their  way  ^ 
again. 

And  the  good  Abraham,  cobbler 
and  teller  of  tales,  reached  the 
Holy  City  in  time  for  Shavuot. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
And  the  New  South 


Its  Jewish  Citizens 
Helped  Bring  it  Prosperity 

by  Harry  L.  Golden, 

Editor,  The  Carolina  Israelite 


The  State  Capitol  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 


ON  January  18,  1809,  Jacob  Henry,  "a  Jew  of  Beau- 
fort," (N.  C.)  was  addressing  the  North  Carolina 
State  Legislature.  North  Carolina  had  been  the  only 
state  to  vote  against  the  clause  in  the  U.  S.  Constitution 
that  did  away  with  religious  tests  for  people  seeking 
public  office.  Henry  had  been  elected  to  the  legislature, 
and  because  he  was  a  Jew,  his  right  to  take  his  seat 
had  been  challenged.  He  spoke  for  more  than  two 
hours: — "Who  among  us  ...  has  a  right  to  dictate  a 
special  form  of  belief?  .  .  .  Will  you  drive  from  your 
shores  and  from  the  shelter  of  your  constitution  all 
who  do  not  observe  the  same  religious  ritual?  If  so, 
which  among  our  various  groups  shall  be  the  favored 
one?" 

Thus  the  struggle  for  religious  freedom  which  began 
with  Roger  Williams  in  Rhode  Island,  and  which  was 
written  into  the  law  by  Thomas  Jefferson  in  Virginia, 
'  won  its  final  victory  in  North  Carolina,  with  the  help 
of  one  of  its  Jewish  citizens. 

The  first  Jews  to  enter  North  Carolina  came  as  early 
as  1665  from  the  Barbadoes,  but  it  was  not  until  the 
beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  that  we  begin  to 
find  records  of  political  and  commercial  activities  in- 
volving Jews.  Jacob  Mordecai  established  the  first 
private  school  for  girls  in  the  South  in  1809,  at  Warren- 
ton.  One  of  his  sons,  George  Washington  Mordecai, 
also  played  an  important  role  in  the  economic  and 
cultural  development  of  the  state.  He  was  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  state-owned  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  and 
built  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad,  which  ran  from 
the  state  capital  to  the  Roanoke  River. 

For  many  years  the  people  of  North  Carolina  thought 
of  their  state  as  "a  valley  of  humility  between  two 
mountains  of  conceit."  The  "mountains,"  of  course, 
referred  to  Virginia  on  one  side,  and  magnolia-scented 
South  Carolina  on  the  other.  Surrounded  by  two  such 
grand  and  aristocratic  neighbors,  North  Carolina  had 
to  "go  out  and  earn"  its  own  way.  Its  citizens  are  proud 
of  the  progress  it  has  made.  They  point  to  the  great 
industrial  wealth,  the  vast  network  of  highways,  the 


new  roads  which  bring  the  pavement  right  up  to  the 
farmer's  front  door  up  the  hill  and  into  the  hollow. 
They  point  particularly  to  a  great  symbol  of  southern 
liberalism  and  learning  at  Chapel  Hill — the  University 
of  North  Carolina. 

It  is  a  long  state.  Five  hundred  miles  from  Cape 
Hatteras  on  the  Atlantic  Seaboard  to  the  mountains 
on  the  Tennessee  border;  with  a  population  of  over 
four  million,  of  which  about  one-third  are  Negroes.  On 
the  eastern  coastal  plane  are  the  tobacco  farms,  the 
warehouses,  and  the  auctioneers.  Cotton,  peanuts  and 
peaches  are  also  important.  In  the  central  Piedmont 
section  are  the  cigarette  factories,  the  cotton  textile 
mills,  and  the  furniture  manufacturers.  In  the  area 
around  Gastonia  are  nearly  forty  per  cent  of  all  the 
textile  looms  in  America.  Most  of  the  men's  socks  and 
ladies'  hosiery  are  knitted  and  woven  in  the  state. 
Chatham,  to  the  northeast,  makes  many  of  our  blan- 
kets; and  Kannapolis,  a  few  miles  out  of  Charlotte, 
is  the  towel  capital  of  the  world.  In  the  western  part 
of  the  state  are  the  Great  Smokies,  part  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  Appalachians  which  geologists  tell  us  is  the 
oldest  range  of  mountains  on  the  planet.  Out  of  its 
mineral  wealth  we  get  the  felspar  and  clay  which  goes 
into  the  manufacture  of  America's  dishes  and  coffee 
cups. 

The  Jewish  community  of  North  Carolina,  like  the 
state  itself,  has  recorded  the  most  important  part  of 
its  story  during  the  past  fifty  years.  In  1910  there 
were  less  than  1200  Jews  in  the  state,  with  five  estab- 
lished congregations.  Today  there  are  10,000  Jews  with 
twenty-two  congregations;  several  Hillel  establish- 
ments at  Duke  and  Carolina  Universities ;  as  well  as 
over  forty  local  and  state-wide  fraternities,  societies, 
associations,  and  other  groups. 

The  Jewish  migration  from  the  large  northern 
centers  into  North  Carolina  began  in  the  first  ten  or 
fifteen  years  of  this  century,  when  the  rolling  mills 
and  textile  plants  were  beginning  to  flourish.  As  the 
population  grew,  Jewish  merchants  established  retail 
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stores  in  every  city,  town  and  rural  way-station  in  the 
state.  In  other  ways,  too,  Jews  played  a  major  role  in 
bringing  about  an  improved  standard  of  living  for 
their  fellow  Tar  Heels.  The  saga  of  Moses  Henry  Cone 
and  his  brother,  Caesar  Cone,  of  Greensboro,  is  the 
story  of  the  industrial  development  of  North  Carolina 
into  the  greatest  textile  producing  area  in  the  world. 
The  Cones  introduced  a  variety  of  cotton  manufactures, 
as  well  as  an  orderly  method  of  world-wide  distribution. 
Today  the  family  operates  one  of  the  largest  textile 
empires  in  the  world. 

At  one  time  Durham  was  a  fairly  large  Jewish 
center.  W.  T.  Duke  of  the  tobacco  interests  brought  300 
Jewish  cigarette-makers  to  the  city  in  1909 ;  but  with 
the  spread  of  cigarette-making  machinery,  most  of 
these  Jews  returned  to  the  North. 

Before  the  twentieth  century,  Wilmington  was  the 
principal  city  of  the  state  and  had  the  earliest  Jewish 
community  of  any  considerable  size.  The  first  syna- 


North  Carolina's  first  synagogue,  the  Temple  of  Israel  at 
Wilmington,  recently  celebrated  its  75th  anniversary.  Dr. 
Karl  Rosenthal  is  the  rabbi. 


gogue  in  the  state,  Temple  of  Israel,  was  established 
here.  Last  year,  the  temple  was  the  center  of  a  city- 
wide  celebration  commemorating  its  seventy-fifth  anni- 
versary. 

Asheville,  high  in  the  Great  Smokies,  is  a  famous 
health  resort.  Its  Jewish  community  goes  back  to  1879, 
and  the  first  state-chartered  Young  Men's  Hebrew 
Association  in  the  South  was  organized  here. 

Charlotte,  the  largest  city  in  North  Carolina,  has 
grown  tremendously  in  the  past  twenty  years.  It  is  a 
.great  textile  distribution  headquarters  and  also  one  of 
ithe  leading  medical  and  hospital  centers  in  the  entire 


Pamphlet  Collection 
Duke  D  ivinity  School 
South.  Charlotte  has  two  congregations,  one  founded 
in  1887,  the  other  organized  nine  years  ago.  The  He- 
brew Cemetery  goes  back  to  1859,  and  was  used  origi- 
nally by  all  the  scattered  Jewish  communities  through- 
out the  Piedmont  section  from  Salisbury  (N.  C.)  in  the 
north  to  Camden  (S.  C.)  in  the  south.  Many  of  the 
Jews  of  Charlotte  (and  of  the  rest  of  the  state)  operate 
manufacturing  plants  and  retail  stores. 

In  dozens  of  small  towns  and  hamlets  throughout 
the  state,  there  are  one,  two  or  maybe  three  Jewish 
families.  Invariably  they  are  the  merchants  of  the 
town.  During  the  High  Holy  Days  each  year,  they  visit 
the  city  nearest  to  them,  where  they  attend  synagogue 
services. 

In  recent  years  the  Jewish  communities  of  the  state 
have  paid  more  and  more  attention  to  Jewish  education. 
In  the  few  larger  centers  the  congregations  maintain 
regular  day-schools  in  addition  to  weekly  classes  for 
the  older  children.  Adult  study  groups  have  become 
very  popular  throughout  the  state.  A  few  years  ago, 
the  state  B'nai  B'rith  established  an  annual  Institute 
of  Judaism  at  a  mountain  retreat  at  Wildacres,  which 
has  proven  highly  successful.  Some  of  the  leading 
rabbis  and  scholars  in  the  country  have  lectured  there. 
There  has  been  talk  of  establishing  a  state  Bureau  of 
Jewish  Education  to  supervise  the  various  programs 
and  to  help  those  children  who  live  in  the  very  small 
one-and-two  family  communities. 

Each  of  the  cities  maintains  a  "welfare"  or  "fed- 
eration" organization,  which  conducts  an  annual  drive 
for  the  major  overseas  campaigns  as  well  as  for  the 
support  of  the  local  and  domestic  charities,  colleges, 
orphan  asylums,  yeshivas  and  seminaries. 

Though  by  northern  standards  the  Jewish  population 
of  North  Carolina  is  very  small,  it  has  contributed  much 
to  the  economic,  cultural,  and  political  life  of  the  state. 
There  is  scarcely  any  civic  activity  in  the  life  of  the 
North  Carolina  cities  in  which  its  Jewish  citizens  have 
not  taken  an  important  part. 

The  magnificent  history  of  South  Carolina  and  its 
Jewish  community,  full  of  romance  and  adventure, 
wears  a  ribbon  in  its  hair;  in  North  Carolina  it  is 
covered  with  the  smoke  coming  out  of  its  factory 
chimneys — a  picture  of  industrial  growth  unequalled 
anywhere  in  the  United  States,  one  in  which  its  Jewish 
citizens  played  no  small  part. 


North  Carolina's  newest  synagogue,  Beth  El  at  Charlotte, 
was  founded  in  1943.  Rabbi  Nathan  Hershfield  is  spiritual 
leader. 


May  16,  1952 
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NOW  \DU  KNOW 


THOUGH   MANY  ANIMALS 
ARE  MENTIONED  IN  THE 
BIBLE,  THE  COMMON  CAT  DOES 
NOT  APPEAR  EVZN  ONCE  I 


THE  PURITANS  WHO  FLED  TO 
AMERICA  WERE  GREAT  BIBLE 
STUDENTS-  DURING  THE  REVOLU- 
TIONARY WAR,  IT  WAS  EVEN 
5U&GESTED   THAT  HEBREW  BE 
THE  NEW  LANGUAGE  OF  THE  yoUNO 
NATION. 


WHEN  KINO  CHRISTIAN  OF  DENMARK  WAS  TOLD  8Y  THE 
NAZIS  THAT  EVERY  DANISH  JEW  MUST  WEAR  A  YELLOW 
NlA&EN  DAVID  ON  HIS  SLEEVES,  HFSA/D  :"  |F  TtfE  GERMANS 
PUT  THE  YELLOW  STAR  |N  DENMARK ,  I  AND  MV  WHOLE 
FAMILW  WILL  WEAR  IT  AS  A  SIGN  OF  DISTINCTION ." 


m 
II: 


WHEN  THE  SLAVERY  ISSUE  WAS  AT  IIS  HEIGHT 
DURING  THE  CIVIL  WAR.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  COMPARED 
HIMSELF  WITH  MOSES  , RESCUING  A  PEOPLE 
FROM  BONDAGE. 


JOEY  and  his  friends 


by  Herb  Kruckma 
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